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Title of the research project: 
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Budget: 22800 euros

Duration: 2 years



3

Research Project Synopsis

The main objective of my research project is to collect and examine in detail all ekphraseis dated to the 12th

century [i.e. the written works (in prose or in verse) in which is tried the detailed and explicit description of

various topics (of cities, works of art, persons, buildings, animal hunting and more)], either it concerns self-

existent texts, or embedded in larger works of rhetorical content and not only. The ultimate goal of this

research project is the composition of a monograph after a detailed introduction concerning the genre of

ekphraseis, their characteristics and the preexistent tradition, these texts will be classified at first based on

specific criteria, in order to be presented systematically and overall. Then the texts will be examined on the

basis of a common outline which will include information about the authors, the larger work in which they are

embedded (in the case of the inset ekphraseis) and their possible dating, as well as bibliographical information

concerning the editing of the texts and the recent studies about them. Subsequently, the structure and the

content of every text will be analyzed, the main interpretative and ideological, prosopographical or historical

issues will be commented and of course will be also examined the key issues of language, style, narrative

techniques and figures of speech.
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Project originality

Τhe deeper and total study of the literary production of the 12th century, but also byzantine literature as a whole,

through a rhetoric genre, such as the ekphraseis.
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Expected results & Research Project 

Impact

Τhe monograph will decisively contribute in a deeper and more versatile knowledge of the literary production of the

12th century, but also byzantine literature as a whole and an attempt to pinpoint the authors’ aspects, thinking and

worldview through the “imitation of antiquity”. That’s why the results of the research project are considered

important, not only in the field of byzantine studies but also in classical studies in general.
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The importance of this funding

Absolute security and freedom in conducting and completing the investigation

Absolute security and freedom in conducting and completing the investigation

Absolute security and freedom in conducting and completing the investigation

Absolute security and freedom in conducting and completing the research
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