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Preliminary
findings

Basic research
findings

Activin-A restrains
pathogenic Th17 cell
responses and protects

against CNS
inflammation in a
mouse model of
acute EAE

WP1:

| Toinvestigate whether
activin-A ameliorates
clinical symptoms and
| inhibits disease relapses |
4| in a mouse model of

€\ RRMS.

WP2:
To delineate the

molecular mechanisms

through which

activin-A restrains Th17
cell pathogenicity.
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Translational
findings

WP3:

To explore the role of
activin-A in the
suppression of human
T cell responses
against CNS antigens
in MS patients.
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Dissemination

WP4:
To disseminate the
findings generated and
- totrain post-graduate
fellows in
implementing
pioneering scientific
research.

NMoo6é Xpnuatodo6Tnong: 180,000Eupw

Algpkeia XpnUatodoTnong: 36 pAveg




H okARpuvon katd mrAdakag (ZKIM) gival pia @Aeypovwdng vooog Tou odnyei o€ ATTOMUEAIVWOT TOU KEVTPIKOU VEUPIKOU
ouoTApaTog (KNZ) kal eTrnpeddel TTayKooHiwg 2.5 ekatoppupia avlpwTtroug. H AgiovéTnTa TWV a00evWwyV ehpavidel pia
utroTpoTtrialouca Kal S1aAgiTrouca Jop@r TTOU XapakKTnpieTal atrd ofeieg UTTOTPOTTEG KAl AVAKAMWEIS VEUPOAOYIKNGS BAARNG.
MeAéTeg otnyv TreIpapaTiki autodvoon syke@alopueAiTida (MAE) éxouv avadeiéel Ta T Bondntika kuttapa TotTou 17 (Th17) wg
UTTEUOUVA YIa TIG ATTOKPIoEIG evavTia oTo KNZ Kal Tn ouvodo veupoeK@UAIOTIKN TTaBoyévela. O1 diabéoipeg OepaTtreieg BeATiIWVouY
OPICHEVA CUNTITWHATA TNG acOEveEIag AAAA dev ATTOTPETTOUV TNV £EEAIEH TNG KAl CUVOEOVTAI UE ONMAVTIKEG TTOPEVEPYEIEG.

H akTifivn-A €ival gia KutTtapokivn pe dpAcelI§ TNV AVATITUEN, AIMOTTOINCT, ICTIKA ETTOUAWOT Kal d1a@opoTroinon BAACTIKWY
KUTTAPpWV. MNponyoupeveg HEAETEG Hag £0&1EaV EvOV OVOOOKATOOTOATIKO POAO via TV akTIfivn-A OTO TTEIPAMATIKO ACOuA.
Q01000, 0 POAOG TNG OTNV KATAOTOAN TWV aUTOAVOOoWYV a1ToKPioswv 010 KNX oTta mmAdiola tng 2KI1 mrapapével AyvwoTod.

2T10X0¢ 1: Na diepeuviiooupe €dv N akTIRiv-A BEATIWVEI TA CUUTITWHATA KAl EMTTOOI{El TIG UTTOTPOTTES TG VOOOU O€ £€va HOVTEAO
utrotpoTtrialouvoag diaAsitTroucag ZKII.

210X0G 2: Na SIEPEUVIHICOUME TOUG HNXAVIOHOUG HEOW TWV OTToiwVv N akTIRivn-A treplopidel Tnv TTaBoyéveia Twv Th17 KuTtTdpwy,
ETTIKEVTPWVOVTAG TNV £PEUVA HOG O OUO VEOUG HOPIOKOUG OTOXOUG: TNG EEWVOUKAgoTIOAONG CD73 Kal TOU HETAYPAPIKOU
mmapdayovrta Aryl Hydrocarbon Receptor (AhR), TrTou TautotroinOnkav o€ avaAuon aAAnAouxiong RNA (RNA-Seq), avapeca ota
yovidia pJe TV uPpnAdTepn S1a@OPIKN EKPPAON.

210X0¢ 3: Na peAeTipooupe 10 pOAO TNG AKTIRIVNG-A OTNV KATAOTOARN TWV T KUTTAPIKWY ATTOKPICEWV EVAVTIO O€ avTiyova Tou KN
aocfevwyv pe ZKI.

Npoocdokoupe 611 n akTIBivn-A Ba atroTeAéoel Eva VEO ONUAVTIKO aVOCOPUBUICTIKO TTOPAYOVTA TTOU TTEPIOPIEl TV AUTOAVOOT)
@Aeypovi oto KNZ kal BeATiwvel Tn coBapotnta Kai €§€AIEN TG ZKI1.
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H gepeuvnTIKA HOg TTPOTAOT €ival KAIVOTOHOG KOBWG £EeTALEI TIG AVOOOPUBMICTIKEG OpACEIS TNG AKTIRiIVNG-A oTnV
autodvoorn @Asypov Tou KNZ o€ Huiké povréAo utrotpoTtridloucag diaAsitroucag ZKI1.

NMpoodokoUue OTI Ta eUupAMATA Hag Ba atrokaAUwouv Tnv akKTIBivn-A wg éva Kaivouplo avooopuBuioTIKS TTapdyovTta
TTOU BEATIWVEI TA CUUTITWHATA KAl TIG UTTOTPOTTEG TNG ZKI.

H peAéTn pag repIAaufavel Tn XpRon MUIKWV HOVTEAWY, KAIVIKWY SeIyHATWY acBevwy pe ZKI Kal TTponyHEVES MOPIAKES
Kol avoooAoYIKEG TEXVIKEG (next generation RNA-Seguencing Kal mass cytometry), evioXUovTag Tn CUVEPYAOTia
EPEUVNTWYV ME DINPOPETIKN €10ikeuon. H TTpooéyyion auTth TTIOCTEUOUME OTI Ba ETTITAXUVEI TO OXESIOOHO TTIO0 ATTOOOTIKWYV
KOl EEOTOMIKEUNEVWYV avooo0epaTTEIWY Yia aocBeveic pe ZKIN.
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MoTteboupe OTI TO EUPHMATA TTOU Ba TTPOKUWOUV ATTd TO MOVTEAO ETTIAOYAG HOG Ba £XOUV PEYAAN METAQPAOCTIKA agia Kabwg Ba
OUVEIO@EPOUV OTNV KaTavonon tng mmadoyéveiag tng ZKI1. H 8gpatreutiki xopriynon tng akTiBivng-A 0a BeEATIWOEI ONUAVTIKA TA
KAIVIKA CUPTITWHOTA Kal TIG UTTOTPOTrES TNG MNMAE, KATI TToU B0 oXeTiCeTON JE TN pMN-EvEpyoTTOoinon TwV Th17 KuTTdpwyv 0TO KNZ
(XTéx0g 1).

EiTTAéov, avapéEVOUNE OTI N €UPECH TWV HETAYPAPIKWY HOVOTTATIWV MECW TWV OTTOIWYV N aKTIRiVN-A KATAOTEAAEI TV
mmaBoyéveia Twv Th17 KuTTdpwyv, Ba TTpodyel TN yvwon TnG BIoAoyiag TwV KUTTAPWY aUTWV Kal Ba atroKaAUuyel véoug
MOPIAKOUG OTOXOUG VIO TNV AVTIMETWTTION TNG ZKI (ZT16)X0G6 2).

O1 TTpOTEIVOEVEG HETAPPAOTIKEG MEAETEG, HE XpRon single cell RNA-Seq o€ avBpwtriva T KOTTOpA, 0a dnuioupyrnocouv évav
OnNMAvVTIKO OyKo dedopéVwy Ta otroia Ba atroTteAéoouv T BAon yia HEAAOVTIKEG MEAETEG O NEYOAUTEPES ONGADEG aOoBEVWV
(ZTéx0¢6 3).

H katavonon Twv TTaBOYEVETIKWY MNXOAVICHWY TwV Th17 KUTTApWV pTTOPEi OXI HOVO va TTPOWONRCEI TV £pEUVA YIA THV
avTigeTwtrion NG ZKI aAAd kai va Trpodyel Tov EAeyX0 AAAWV QUTOAVOO WYV VOO MATWY OTIG OTTOIEG CUMMETEXOUV.
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NMpoodokoUpe 6TI N TrTapoUca XpnuatodoTnon 0a evioxuoel Tnv £épeuva yia Tn ZKI otnv EAAGda, TrpodyovTag Tnv
EMIOCTNHOVIKN aploTEia, Ba diao@alioel TNV EMITUXA EKTTAiIdOEUON Kal T di1athpnon otnv EAAGOa utrTown@iwv d16aKTOpWYV Kal
METADOIOAKTOPIKWY EPEUVNTWYV SNHIOUPYWVTAG TTOPAYWYIKOUG KAl AVEEAPTNTOUG EPEUVNTEG.

H xpnuatodotnon auTh €1Tiong 0a TTpoCeEAKUCEI TO ETTEVOUTIKO EVOIA@EPOV TTPWTOTTOPWYV BIOTEXVOAOYIKWYV KAl
QOAPMAKEUTIKWY ETAIPEIWYV, Ba EVIOXUOEI TIG UTTAPXOUOEG CUVEPYOOIEG MG ME DIOKEKPINEVOUG ETTIOCTAMOVEG OTO TTEdIO TNG
autoavooiag (IRB, Harvard Medical School) kai TEAog Ba d1EUKOAUVEI TNV ATTOKTNON TTEPICOOTEPWYV AVTAYWVICTIKWYV

XPNMOTOOOTHOEWV.
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